
  

Bar Charts
● Workhorse
● Many variants
● Good for comparing a few items
● Good for revealing patterns in what are 

essentially tables
● Common mistakes involve:

● Zero-basing
● Thoughtful ordering of items
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Line Charts
● Workhorse
● Good for comparing over time
● Generally better than bar charts if you are trying 

to show more than two series.
● Common mistakes include:

● Legends when they aren't necessary
● Dual axes when they don't make sense
● 3D
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Scatterplots
● Best for showing relationships
● Great for showing individual data points
● Common mistakes include:

● Drawing dubious conclusions
● Forgetting to show some kind of trend line, even 

when there's an obvious one to show
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Pie/waffle
● Good for showing composition
● Common mistakes include:

● Putting too many pieces in a pie chart
● Being gratuitous 
● Overly complex legends
● Unthoughtful colors



  



  

Pie/waffle



  

Pie/waffle



  

Histograms
● Good for showing distributions / variability.
● Common mistakes include:

● Using icons that are more noisy than illuminating
● Perhaps thinking people understand them 

immediately?
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Other: Tables



  

Other: flow diagrams



  

Other: network diagrams
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Other: network diagrams



  

Two ideas independent of form
● Small multiples
● Annotation layer
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